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Mr William Evan Colby could be mis: 
thousands of 


taken for one of the 

middle-ased bureaucrats who drive 
into Washington from the outer 
‘suburbs cach =omorning to shuttle 


‘papers in government departments such 
as) Agriculture, Transportation, and 
Health, Education and Weifare. aA 
superior bureaucrat (Princeton and the 
Columbia Law School) who has culti- 
vated the anonymity of his kind: 
Blasses, short back and sides, and sack 
sult. ; 


He is a family man and a devout 


Catholic, who once was chairman of the 


Boy Scouts in Springfield, Maryland. 
He would probably still be chairman 
except that over the years he served in 
Stockholm, Rome and twice in Saigon, 
where in the diplomatic lists he was 
described as a first secretary. 

In fact, he was the station chief of 
the Central Intellinence Asency in the 
first two capitals. In Saigon he event 
ally became director of the pacification 
programme. On Tuesday, he- emerged 
from hls Anonymity briefly to go to 
‘the White Huse, where he was sworn 
in as Director of tue CIA. 

Mr Colby is very differ 
of his predecessors, the late Allen 
Dulles ard Mr Richard Helms. 
Mr Dulles was outzoins, liked to have 
reporters into his Georgetown home for 
a drink, and was a constant party-goer. 
Mr Ifeln:s was alsa frequently seen on 
the diptomatic cocktuil circuit. No grey 
anonyinity for them, but they had one 
thing in common with the new director. 

They had al been in charge of the 
agency's IMrectarate of Orerations. It is 
usually known as the Departinent of 
Dirty Tricks because ce $8 the branch 
responsible fer nase and covert 
political penne Tage are known 


to have included the attempted invasion 
of Cuba and the deposing of foreign 
rulers unfortunace enouwth to have been 
reparded in Washington as ideologically 
unsaund. 

Mr Colby is a real professional, a life- 
time farediitence man who bean his 
career dunns Warld War loin the Office 
of Stratesic Sersices, Then he practised 


ent from two 


whar he aftemsards  irecred, For 
instance, his official hiograpay states 
that just berere the ead ef the war he 
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miatters concerning such reiiieonee 
activities; and evaluate intelligence 


reluting to the national security. 

Much of this is done by the Directo- 
rate of Intelligence which, in spite of 
its name, is mainly stafted by scholarly 
types from the better universities. Work- 
ing mainly with information publicly 
available they produce the reparts on 
which policy is formulated and presiden- 
tial decisions taken. They are respected 
by their opposite numbers in London, 
and Nfloscow, in spite of the occasional 
envious sneer about their size and 
budget. 


In my experience, these analysts tend 


to be broadminded and liberal, They do 
not go in for holy wars against rhe com- 
munist Anti-Christ. They believe that 
reconnaissance satellites and other clec- 
tronic devices are more efficient in 
policing the Russian and Chinese 
nuclear armouries than spies and spooks 
with questionable foreign backgrounds. 
They have a distaste for the dirty tricks 
of the Directorate of Operations. 

The dirty tricks are official work of 
course. General authority has been 
given, even if the wording is somewhat 
oblique. The United States Governnient 
Organization Manual gives it as follows: 
the agency “periorms such other fune- 
‘tions and duties related to intelligence 
affecting the national security as the 
National 
time to time direct’ 

Nevertheless, the collective brains of 
the agency have long thought that dirty 
tricks were old hat, and when Mr 
Schlesinger was director an elfort was 
made to reduce such covert operations. 
Mr Colby might well reverse this 
process, or at least so it 
Langley. 

Another reason why his appointment 
is not universally popular is that AJr 
Colby has been a man with two faces in 
more ways than one. Pacification in 
Vietnam looked an ideal job for a Boy 
Scout in that it was supposed to be a 
do-gooding organization providing roads 
and schools. after they had been 
demolished by the B52s, bur it also 
ran the Phoenix programme. 

This was devised to disrupt and 
destroy the infrastructure of the Viet- 
cong, the extraordinary underground 
organization which provided the guervil- 
las with food and support. According to 
Mr Colby’s tesiimony given in 1971 
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before the House For 
and Covernment Information 
commiriee, I 
when ke was in charge in Phoenix. It is 
alleged that many were murdered and 
others tortured. 

The allegations have been denied of 
course. Mr Robert Komer, who ran 
Phoenix before Mr Colby, testified et 
the vast majority were killed in ope 
combat. When asked how many ane 
killed during interrogation, he replied, 
“f would say relatively few. It must; 
have been way under the 10 per cent 
figure. The number, killed by torture! 
would be very, very little.” 

Mr Colby, when testifying before the | 
Senate Foreign Relations Cemraittee. | 
said, “I would not want to testify that | 
nobody was killed wrongly or executed | 

| 
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20,587 Vietcong were kitted 


in this kind of a programme. I think it: 


probably happened, unfortunately ”. 


Yet one witness, Mr Barton Osborn, a; 
former inte lisence arent, told the - 
House subcommittee that some Viet- 
cong suspects captured by Vhoenix 
operatives were interrogated in helicap- 
ters. Lesser fry were pushed out to 
persuade more important suspects to- 
talk. He also described with horrifying |. 


detail the various methods of torture 
practised on the ground. 
The. truth will probably never be 


known. Certainly no Peers Commission 
has been convened to inquire into 
charges and oblique admissions indicat- 
ing that in comparison My Lai was but 
an unfortunate incident. But the ques: 
tion now is whether Mr Colby is the 
right man toa direct intelligence epera- 
tions upon which presidential decisions 
of far reaching consequences will be 


taken. 
Wowie Woven 
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THE SONNENFELDT CASE —— 


The press, led by the N.Y. TIMES and the Washington POST, has charved to the rescue of Helmut 
Sonnenfeldt, an insider whose steady rise in the ane the-scenes Teecaneeney ruling the Americen people 
may be coming to the end, now that he has emerged from behind-the-scenes. While the Senate Finanee 
Committee is considering his nomination as Under Secretary of the ‘Treasury, the House Internal Security 
Committee is checking into his subversive backeround. Powerful forees are bringing pressure to bear to have 
Sonnenteldi, top assistant to Nenry Kissinger, confirsaed in spite of his previous espionage activities. 

President Nixon nominated the 46-year old Sonnenfeldt to be Under Secretary of the Treasury in which 
post Sonnenfeldt would have the responsibility of shaping tie Administration’s plans for increasing 
Mast-West trade and for establishing a new international monetary system thar would include Communist 
nations. Several former Foreign Service career officers filed objections and tustified against the nomination 
which was referred lo the Senate Finance Committee for confirmation hearings on May 15, 1973. 

On July 26, 1973, Congressman John M. Ashbrook of Ohio, Senior Repubhean Minority member of the 
House hitemal Securily Committee, opened hearings on the Federal Civil Employees Loyally Security 
Program. The hearinys are being held in executive session and informed sources slate that Otto Otepka’s 
testimony about security risks employed by the Slate Department will be shocking when published. Mr. 
Otepka personally handled one of the investigations on Helmut Sonnentfeldt, which involved a 2t-hour a 
day surveillance, a loyal wiretap on his telep mone: and the interviewing of numerous witnesses. [t was 
conclusively deterainedl that on more than one occasion Sonnenfeldt had turned over secret documents 
and confidential information Lo unauthorized persons among whom were agents of a foreign power. 


Assistant Attorney Gencral Henry E, Petersen, who is in charge of the Criminal Division of the 
Department of Justice, noe. testified before the Senate Watergate Committee and was in complete 
support of President Nixon’s innocence in connection with Wateryate. He is also in complete support of 
Sonnenfeldt. When Petersen’s attention was called lo Paul Seott’s syndicated column which revealed details 
of Sonnenfeldt’s act of lurning over secret documents to forcien agents, he replied as follows: (Quote) 


This is in response to your recent letter to the Attorney General corice ming a recent newspaper article hy 
Paul Scott discussing the nomination of Aly. Helmut Sonne nfeldt to be Chie Secretary of the Treasury 
Departinent und whether he would be a suitable candidate for that position, 


Exeeulive Order LOtS0 requires that an investigation be made of al employees of the executive branch 
before they can be accepted for a position, The Order further requires that all persons privileged to he 
employees in the executive braneh must he loyal io the United States, and that no one may hold sacha 
sensitive position with the government unless his employment is determined to be clearly consistent wilh 
the interests of the ational security. ‘These reqiurements apply, of course, to all presidenuial nominees, 
including (hore to be an Under Secretary, 

fn aceordanee with Uhat Order, the Federal Bureau of investigation bas condueled a number of 
investizations of Mr. Sonnmenfeldts character and loyally in connection with various positions he has held in 
that executive branch in the past. fa atl of those eases. Ure resulis were determined to be tavorable, ‘Thus, 
altiough we cannot disclose the contents of any of the Bureau's investivative files to one outside the 


Federal epproved FOrRetedse 2001/08/04 «-OlA:RDP94 00901RNN050041 004248 supecstion in his article 


GOP. 


